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What I’m Thinking About
There is a lot going on with the Chamber this month! Join us for the events or programs
of interest and as seems to be my mantra of late, please be aware that we are also
working in many ways for you and for our community.

BrewFest on the Skagit: BrewFest on the Skagit is now put on by the Chamber! We’re
very appreciative of the Lincoln Theater’s faith in our ability to continue the longtime and
popular event. They have also been hugely helpful in sharing their knowledge of how
they made it successful. I also want to thank the tremendous sponsors and Jeremy
Kindlund for his herculean work in directing the event! More information on the event, the
list of sponsors and a link to buy tickets are in this newsletter.

County Commissioner Candidate Forum: Our Luncheon on the 25th will feature a
candidate forum for the two races for County Commission seats. All four candidates will
participate, allowing us the opportunity to understand their qualifications, what is
important to each of them, and their thoughts on issues and opportunities important to
businesses and the community. 

Chamber Foundation Latino Business Leaders and Latino Business Youth: Silvia
Reed is doing great work through our Chamber Foundation. As highlighted in this
newsletter, she is directing a new year of the successful Latino Business Leaders
program for aspiring entrepreneurs and new businesses. New this summer is Latino
Business Youth, providing training on starting a business and work experience to a new
generation. Thanks to the “LBY” program’s immediate success, it will be repeated. 

WCCE Conference: I recently attended the annual conference of Washington
Chambers. I had the time to reflect on our strengths as a Chamber, and how we can do
more and better in some ways. I was also honored to be chosen as the organization’s
Vice President.

Andy Mayer with the WCCE Board of Directors

https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/
https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/


Speaking of Women
“Climbing the Success Ladder” a Speaking of Women
Event
Wednesday September 11
4:30 p.m. to 6:00
Whispering Firs Bed & Breakfast Lodge  
Register here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Chinook Enterprises
Thursday, September 12 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
2026 La Venture Rd 
Mount Vernon

Ribbon Cutting at Indulge Bakery
Friday, September 13 
3 p.m. 
1501 Parker Way Ste 101
Mount Vernon 

Latino Business Leaders -  Empezando su Nueva
Empresa / Starting your New Business
Wednesday September 18
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Skagit Valley College 
Multi Purpose Room
Register here

Building the Bridge - A Legacy Member Event
Thursday, September 19
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Children's Museum of Skagit County
432 Fashion Way
Burlington
Register here

Ribbon Cutting at Financial Horizons, PLLC
Friday, September 20 
3 p.m. 
720 S Main Street Ste 207
Mount Vernon

Membership Luncheon Candidates Forum
Wednesday, September 25
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Hillcrest Lodge
1717 S 13th St
Mount Vernon
Register here

Whispering Willows of Mount Vernon 
Friday, September 26
3 p.m. 
2311 E Division St
Mount Vernon
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Calendar of Events

Thank You Renewing Members
35+ Years
Blade Chevrolet, Inc.
Hawthorne Funeral Home,
Crematory & Memorial Park
KAPS Radio 660 AM & 102.1 FM

30+ Years
Foothills Toyota
Mount Vernon Carpet One Floor &
Home
Riverside Health Club
Windermere Real Estate/Skagit
Valley

10+ Years
Northwest Propane, LLC

5+ Years
Helping Hands Food Bank
Legg & Watne, CPAs
Mount Vernon Farmers Market

Less than 5 Years
C.A.R.E. Medical Center
Immaculate Conception Regional
School
Law Office of Hector Leal

25+ Years
Haggen Food & Pharmacy
Shawn O'Donnell's at the Farmhouse
The Skagit Casino Resort

15+ Years
Burlington Plaza
KBRC 1430AM & 102.9FM
PeaceHealth United General Medical
Center
Salem Village
Skagit Habitat for Humanity
Sundance Energy Services, Inc
Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/climbing-the-success-ladder-a-speaking-of-women-event-23803
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/latino-business-leaders-empezando-su-nueva-empresa-starting-your-new-business-23804
https://www.kw.com/
https://www.usbank.com/index.html
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/building-the-bridge-a-legacy-member-event-23798
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-membership-luncheon-candidate-forum-09-25-2024-17962
https://www.goskagit.com/
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Yolanda’s Success Story at Latino Business Youth 
It’s almost shopping hours at Skagit Gleaners. Before doors open for the day, there is a team of staff members
and volunteers arranging items and making sure everything is ready for the many families they serve. One of
the newest team member is Yolanda. A bright teen who is eager to put her skills to the service of the
community. 

Yolanda recently completed the Mount Vernon Chamber Foundation’s Latino Business Youth (LBY) 2-month
program and is also an active Triumph Teen Life Center participant. For Yolanda, LBY has allowed her to think
in different ways to develop new business ideas. Yolanda has learned the initial steps to launch and run a
business and has expressed interest in the retail industry and one day have her own boutique. 

Thanks to the Latino Business Youth program and the partnership between the Nortwest Workforce Council
and the Mount Vernon Chamber Foundation, Yolanda is working at the Skagit Gleaners Gratitude Galleria
where she sorts donations, arranges clothing items and gets the Galleria ready for Skagit Gleaner members. 

Skagit Gleaners’ vision is to empower families with programs and resources that foster a community of
sustainability and resilience. Chelsea Thornton, Skagit Gleaners Administrative Assistant enjoys having
Yolanda as part of the team and enjoys her desire to learn and be part of Skagit Gleaners. Knowing Yolanda’s
dream of having a boutique, Chelsea is taking Yolanda under her wing and plans to mentor her along the way. 
Later this month Yolanda will be joining the Latino Business Leaders program starting on September 18 and
continue her training to become a business owner while working at Skagit Gleaners. 

For information about the Latino Business Leaders Program and/or Latino Business Youth please contact
Silvia Reed | (360) 395-2944 | Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com. 

Partner Members
Anderson Podiatry, Bank of the Pacific, Best Western PLUS, Skagit Valley Inn, Birch Equipment Co., Budget

Towing & Repair, Coastal Farm & Ranch, Chikara PR, LLC, Farmers Insurance Tory Charette Agency, Foothills
Toyota, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Infinity Painting & Renovations, Kern Funeral Home,
Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Max Dale's Steak and Chop House,  Mount Vernon School

District, North Coast Credit Union, Northwest Escrow, LLC, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy,
Quality Gutters, SERVPRO, Skagit Public Utility District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Valley College,

Skagit Regional Health, Skagit Speedway, Skagit Valley Food Co-op, Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC,
Walmart, WECU, White Branches, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs

Yolanda, recent graduate and
Chelsea Thornton, Skagit Gleaners

mailto:Silvia@MountVernonChamber.com


Pettruzzelli Inc.
Dominic Pettruzzelli
(360) 610-7256
www.pettruzzelli.com
506 Main St 
Mount Vernon
Going all in on your ownership dreams. We cut
through the tension that comes with buying and
selling a home by relying on our over 30 years of
combined real estate expertise and sharing laughs
with us along the way. We love to get close and
personal so we can serve you at the highest possible
level to get you the best possible outcome. 

Whispering Willows of Mount Vernon
Gabina Bah 
(360) 630-0538
www.milestoneretirement.com
2311 E Division St 
Mount Vernon
A specialized dementia care community dedicated to
providing a secure, loving, enrichment environment,
where compassionate care, expert memory care
support, dignity and respect are at the heart of
everything we do. 

The historic Lincoln Theatre has passed the reigns of BrewFest on the Skagit to the Mount Vernon Chamber of
Commerce. We are honored to take on this long-standing Mount Vernon tradition. We are also happy to
donate a portion of each ticket sold to the Lincoln Theatre Foundation to help keep live music, theatre,
community events and film in the theatre throughout the year. 

 The event is on Saturday, September 7th from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. in downtown Mount Vernon. We have an
incredible music lineup, see the list below. There will be local and regional breweries from throughout
Washington State, and cider at the event. There will also be amazing food and leisure games to play while you
enjoy the show. We expect over 800 attendees at the event. Get your tickets here! 

 Music lineup:  
2 p.m. The Chris Eger Band -  4 p.m. Eden -  6 p.m. Friends for the Ghost
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Welcome New Members
Blind Hat Productions
Billy Wurzauf
(360) 899-9916
www.blindhat.com
506 Main St 
Mount Vernon
Your One Stop Media Shop. 

Manifest-Marketing
Shelli Jones
(360) 961-2141
www.manifest-marketing.net
Bellingham 
Manifest-Marketing offers marketing services
including marketing strategy, branding, social
media, graphic design, sales strategy, promotional
events, email marketing, and website design.

Neu Flessenow Cellars 
Laura Bruders
(509) 433-5570
www.neuflessenowwinery.com
50 Sires Ln 
Leavenworth
We are a premier family-owned establishment
nestled in beautiful Leavenworth dedicated to
crafting exceptional small batch wines.

BrewFest on the Skagit Continues

http://www.pettruzzelli.com/
https://milestoneretirement.com/senior-living/wa/mount-vernon/whispering-willows-senior-living/
https://pettruzzelli.com/
https://milestoneretirement.com/senior-living/wa/mount-vernon/whispering-willows-senior-living/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/22nd-annual-brewfest-on-the-skagit-presented-by-peoples-bank-23730?calendarMonth=2024-09-01
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/22nd-annual-brewfest-on-the-skagit-presented-by-peoples-bank-23730?calendarMonth=2024-09-01
http://www.blindhat.com/
http://www.manifest-marketing.net/
http://www.neuflessenowwinery.com/


Mount Vernon Library Commons Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
Mayor Peter Donovan is thrilled to invite the community to a
public ribbon cutting ceremony for the Mount Vernon Library
Commons. The event will take place at 208 W. Kincaid Street
on Saturday, September 28, at 10am.

The $56M Mount Vernon Library Commons is a mixed-use
project that began construction in September of 2022, and
fulfills many of the city’s long-term goals. The project includes
a public library, a community conference center, a commercial
kitchen, and three floors of structured parking to support
commerce and development in the downtown area. The
project is the largest municipally owned EV charging station in
the United States. Drivers who have historically driven past
Mount Vernon on I-5, can now stop here to eat and shop while
charging their vehicle in one of the 76 chargers, four of which
are DC fast-charging stations. Nine electric bicycle-charging
lockers are also available to commuters.

The environmentally thoughtful project is the first publicly-bid
project in Washington State to achieve “Passive House”
certification. The design yields 80% less energy usage than the
current city library, which was built in the 1950’s.

Join city officials this month in celebrating the largest project
in city history to be funded with federal, state, and local
funding—all fully funded with no increase in local property tax.

The celebration includes a ribbon cutting ceremony, music, EV
car show, and tours of the new building.

For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Vice Chair - Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Past Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Tony Cook
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Katie Hayton
La Conner Inn
Elizabeth Jennings
Community Action of Skagit County
Crystal King
NW Technology
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Stacie J. Pratschner 
City of Mount Vernon
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Dr. Chris Villa 
Skagit Valley College
STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Susana Ipanaque
Admin Assistant Chamber Foundation
Bob Johnson & Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors
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Member Announcements

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements


Chair - Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Silvia Alvarez
Triumph Teen Life Center

Clarissa De Vries
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

Morgan Elton
Country Financial - The Elton

Group
Joley Garner

WAFD Insurance Group, Inc.
Devin González

Center for Inclusive
Entrepreneurship

Jaime Huss
Washington Federal 

Crystal King
NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 
Global Credit Union 

Chris Van De Grift
ReLuTy Real Estate

 

Ambassadors
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August in Pictures

Latino Business Leaders Kickoff Latino Business Youth

BRONZE LEGACY 

Members receive renewal certificates 
at the Membership Luncheon

Members network at the Multi-
Chamber After Hours

Latino Business Leaders at
Triumph Teen Center event 

Speaking of Women Series
















