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Recognizing Progress and Keeping it Moving Forward
As 2024 draws to a close, it’s a logical time to reflect on things past,
specifically how Mount Vernon has addressed community needs in
the past 25 or so. Have we made progress on the things we believed
to be important for our community? I believe that we have, as shown
by several major projects.
Topping the list of challenges, floods have been a major problem
since the area was settled, causing frequent and extreme economic
damage. Thanks to decades of effort, FEMA approved the downtown
flood protection project in 2010, which was completed in 2018. We
have already seen the positive economic and community impact the
floodwall and Riverwalk have created. Transportation has also been
a recurring problem and an opportunity for Mount Vernon, with the
river, railroad, and interstate, all in close proximity. To address the
needs of the area, Skagit Station, built in 2004, provided a much-
needed multimodal transportation hub. And Skagit Transit, founded
in 1993, has provided for the evolving mobility needs of area
residents. Now, in a very short time, from conception to completion,
the Library Commons benefits from and unites them all. The library is
a tremendous resource for our residents. The parking garage will
encourage downtown commerce while drawing visitors off the
highway to experience our charm and culture. The conference and
meeting rooms will similarly serve and showcase our community.
These four projects and services, by themselves and in concert with
each other, demonstrate what can be accomplished when needs are
identified, find solutions, and keep working until they are completed. 
The projects mentioned here are of course only a few of the civic and
community accomplishments in the past 25 years. The list is long of
progress in health, education, human services, safety, recreation,
and quality of life, to name just a few. I’ve highlighted infrastructure,
but equally as important are each small piece of the puzzle making
Mount Vernon a wonderful place to live and to do business. The
Chamber is uniquely qualified and committed to identifying those
community and business needs, finding people and organizations
best able to address them, and to partner with them or support them
along the way. You are an essential part of the process, whether it’s
by supporting our efforts identifying needs, or digging in to do the
work. It’s all appreciated! Thank you, Andy

https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/
https://www.mountvernonchamber.com/


Biz Buzz Networking Luncheon
Wednesday, December 11
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Hillcrest Lodge
1717 S 13th St
Mount Vernon
Register here

Latino Business Leaders Holiday Social
Wednesday, December 11
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Tepic Mexican Restaurant
150 Cascade Mall Dr. Burlington
Register here

Multi-Chamber After Hours at Avenue Catering
Thursday, December 12 
4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
676 S Spruce St
Burlington

Latino Business Youth Graduation Celebration -
Cohort 2
Thursday, Dec 12
6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Triumph Teen Life Center
2121 E College Way Suite B
Mount Vernon
Register here
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Calendar of Events

Thank You Renewing Members
35+ Years
Piazza Realty Property Management, Inc.

25+ Years 
Birch Equipment Co., Inc.
Calico Cupboard Café & Bakery
Hansen's Furniture
Landed Gentry Development Inc.

20+ Years
Cascades Job Corps
Fortiphi Insurance

10+ Years 
COA Mexican Eatery
HF Sinclair

5+ Years 
Alfa and Omega Tax Services
Banner Bank
Guardian Security Systems, INC.
Il Granaio Inc.
Mystical Wares
Skagit Adult Day Program
Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC
VSH Certified Public Accountants

Less than 5 years 
Consejo Counseling and Referral Service
Pure Cleaning Services
Sunshine Painters LLC
Weaver Insurance Agency, Inc - Farmers Insurance

https://www.usbank.com/index.html
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/biz-buzz-networking-luncheon-12-11-2024-17965
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/latino-business-leaders-holiday-social-23900?calendarMonth=2024-12-01
https://www.communityactionskagit.org/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/latino-business-youth-graduation-celebration-cohort-2-23903?calendarMonth=2024-12-01


Do you have plans to increase your marketing presence or support the Chamber? Now is the time to act on
marketing and sponsorship opportunities.

The Mount Vernon Chamber of Commerce has the following opportunities available:
Monthly Luncheons
Skagit Chili & Chowder Cook-Off
Riverwalk Summer Concert Series
BrewFest on the Skagit
Your Chamber This Week
Chamber Chat Newsletter Inserts
Chamber Chat Newsletter Ads
Visit Mount Vernon Emails 

These events and publications are a great way to increase exposure to fellow Chamber members and the
community at large, and the Chamber makes it easy to participate. See the marketing opportunities in this
newsletter for details on each sponsorship, as well as other opportunities available with the Chamber.

Contact Jeremy Kindlund, Operations Director to reserve your chance to gain exposure at (360) 428-8547 or
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com.
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Secure Marketing Opportunities for 2025

Partner Members
Anderson Podiatry, Aquarius Collective, Bank of the Pacific, Birch Equipment Co., Coastal Farm & Ranch,
Chikara PR, LLC, Foothills Toyota, Haggen Food & Pharmacy, Hampton Inn & Suites, Kern Funeral Home,

Landed Gentry Homes & Communities, Loving Farms, Mount Vernon School District, North Coast Credit Union,
Northwest Escrow, LLC, PogoZone, Port of Skagit, Puget Sound Energy, Quality Gutters, Skagit Public Utility
District 1, Skagit Valley Casino Resort, Skagit Regional Health, Skagit Speedway, Skagit Valley Food Co-op,

Testing and Commissioning Services, LLC, WECU, White Branches, Williams & Nulle, PLLC, CPAs, Wingate by
Wyndham

Shop Local and Win!

mailto:Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com


Aquarius Collective
Andrhu Morales  
(360) 899-4172
325 Pine St 
Mount Vernon
Founded in November 2023, we bring stories to life through
photography and videography. From weddings to events and
branding, we craft stunning visuals that preserve memories
and showcase your vision.

First Rescue CPR
Matthew Baruth 
(360) 843-2136
www.firstrescuecpr.com
2114 Riverside Dr Ste 207
Mount Vernon
First Rescue CPR offers engaging CPR, AED, and First Aid
training in Mount Vernon, empowering individuals to save
lives. We deliver training at our office or conveniently on-site
at your location.

M|Q Gadgets Gift Goodies 
Tami Schorno 
(360) 631-5218
www.mqstanwood.com
8706 271st St NW 
Stanwood 
Stanwood's One Stop Gift shop for kitchen gadgets, gifts for
all ages, plus wine, pantry goods, and treats.

Newton's Plumbing
Tony Schollaert 
(360) 726-3148
www.newtonsplumbing.com
Mount Vernon
Small service and repair plumbing company.
Primary service area is Skagit Valley.  Don't stop
pooping, just call Newton!

Tepic Mexican Restaurant
Juan R.  Banuelos 
(360) 899-4172
www.tepicrestaurant.com
150 Cascade Mall Dr 
Burlington
Discover Tepic Mexican Restaurant, your nearby
destination for authentic Mexican cuisine. Our
restaurant embodies a perfect fusion of youthful
energy and seasoned expertise, crafted by our
dedicated owners who have nurtured this
dream for years.
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Welcome New Members

Chamber Connections Events
Take your networking efforts to the next level

You are invited to visit one of our signature referral groups this holiday season:
Build strong business relationships • Share best business practices • Generate more referrals for your business

Chamber Connections Group 1
Holiday Brunch
Tuesday, Dec 10
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Wendy Lucas's House
1300 Alpine View Dr
Mount Vernon 
Register here

Chamber Connections Group 2
Holiday Billiard Party
Tuesday, Dec 10
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Skagit River Brewery
404 S 3rd St
Mount Vernon 
Register here

Chamber Connections Group 3
Vision Board Brunch Party
Wednesday, Dec 18
9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Chamber office 
301 W Kincaid St
Mount Vernon 
Register here

http://www.firstrescuecpr.com/
http://www.mqstanwood.com/
http://www.firstrescuecpr.com/
http://www.newtonsplumbing.com/
http://www.tepicrestaurant.com/
http://www.tepicrestaurant.com/
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-connections-group-1-holiday-brunch-23924?calendarMonth=2024-12-01
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-connections-holiday-pool-party-23925?calendarMonth=2024-12-01
https://business.mountvernonchamber.com/events/details/chamber-connections-group-3-vision-board-brunch-party-23926?calendarMonth=2024-12-01


For more member announcements, visit
mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements

Send your announcements to
Jeremy@MountVernonChamber.com

Giving with Heart WaFd Bank Food Drive

Chair - Flora Lucatero
Children of the Valley
Vice Chair - Tony White
Skagit Valley Food Co-op
Past Chair - Brian Ivie
Skagit Regional Health
Treasurer - Tammy Reim-Ledbetter
Global Credit Union 
Tony Cook
Cook CPAs and Consultants, PLLC
Viry Delgado
COA Mexican Eatery  
Matt Gill
Marathon Petroleum Corporation
Katie Hayton
La Conner Inn
Elizabeth Jennings
Community Action of Skagit County
Crystal King
NW Technology
Robert Knoll
Puget Sound Energy 
Andrew Miller
Tulip Valley Farms 
Julia Phillip 
Julia Phillip Realty
Stacie J. Pratschner 
City of Mount Vernon
Dr. Amanda Rentschler
Roosevelt Dental Center
Jon Ronngren
Mount Vernon School District
Dr. Chris Villa 
Skagit Valley College
STAFF
Andy Mayer President/CEO 
Silvia Reed Business Development and 
Foundation Director 
Jeremy Kindlund Operations Director  
Susana Ipanaque
Admin Assistant Chamber Foundation
Bob Johnson & Julie Newkirk  
Visitor Information Services
 

Board of Directors

D E C E M B E R  2 0 2 4 M O U N T  V E R N O N
C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E

Member Announcements

WECU Expands Education Grant Program to $312,500 with
Matching Funds from FHLB Des Moines
WECU is pleased to announce that its Education First Grant
Program, initially providing $125,000 over two years to support
educational initiatives in Whatcom and Skagit Counties, has
received an additional boost through a partnership with the
Federal Home Loan Bank of Des Moines (FHLB Des Moines).
Through the FHLB Des Moines Member Impact Fund, this
contribution has more than doubled to $312,500, amplifying
the support for local organizations dedicated to educational
and community development. The four 2024 grant recipients –
Bellingham Arts Academy for Youth (BAAY), Skagit Preschool
and Resource Center (SPARC), Economic Development Alliance
of Skagit County (EDASC) – Startup School, and Whatcom
Literacy Council – will now have increased resources to drive
their missions forward. 

http://mountvernonchamber.com/member-announcements


Chair - Betsy Anorbe
Betsy Anorbe Real Estate

Silvia Alvarez
Triumph Teen Life Center

Tim Alvord
Pape Machinery AG and Turf

Clarissa De Vries
CrossCountry Mortgage, LLC

Morgan Elton
Country Financial - The Elton

Group
Jaime Huss

Washington Federal
Karla Nelson

U.S. Bank - Riverside Dr
Crystal King

NW Technology
Blake Rawlins

Guardian Northwest Title &
Escrow

Jessica Rodriguez
Children of the Valley After

School Program
Tammy Reim-Ledbetter 

Global Credit Union
Natalie Zavala

WAFD Insurance Group Inc. 

Ambassadors
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November in Pictures

Latino Business Youth Cohort 2 Latino Business Leaders

BRONZE LEGACY 

Skagit Chamber Alliance 
ornament making party

Speaking of Women November
Coffee Chat at Blue Taco

Multi-Chamber After Hours
at WECU

Shop Local prize winner














